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\. In the early days of the nineteenth century, men were following with
\ Dbated breath the march of Napoleon and waiting with feverish impatience
\ for the latest news of the wars. And all the while, in their own homes,

. babies were being born.

Just think of some of those babies. In one year, lying midway between
Trafagar and Waterloo, there stole into the world a host of well-known
men! During that year, 1809, Mr. Gjaﬁ\stone was born at Liverpool; Alfred
Tennyson drew his first breath at the Somersby rectory; and Oliver Wendell
Holtnes make his initial appearance in Massachusetts. On the very self-same
day of the self-same year, Abraham Lincoln made his debut in Old
Kentucky. Music was enriched by the advent of Frederick Chopin at
Warsaw and Felix Mendelssohn at Hamburg.

But, nobody thought of babies. Everybody was thinking of battles. Yet,
viewing that age in the truer perspective which the years enable us to
command, we may well ask ourselves which of the battles of 1809 mattered
more than the babies of 1809. When a wrong wants righting or a work

o __ Continued on next page

wants doing, or a truth wants preaching, or a continent wants opening,
God sends a baby into the world to do it. This is why, long, long ago, 2

Babe was born at Bethlehem. <
It was at a wayside inn that God began making the world all over
again. Momentous things were set in motion at that inn at Bethlehem. The
Jd inn brought in the new age. No brush of painter, no pen of poet can
onfer upon it a finer distinetion, a greater glory that that.
_ F. W. Boreham



